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Perrywinkle has found her place in our 
home, and in our hearts. I think she was 
waiting for us....but being patient while our 
other fur baby found her way to the rain-
bow bridge (cancer). One week without a 
dog was all we could bear so our hunt for 
PW or Perry, as we call her, began. 
 
Since coming to live with us (Me, Hus-
band, 4 year old Lydia, and 1 year old Ka-
lyssa) she has found herself fitting in easily. 
She sleeps with us, or in the bottom bunk 
with the girls. You CANNOT water the 
yard without her. I have heard her bark 
two times. Once was at ME when I was 
ignoring her and she wanted me to spray 
her with the hose! Ha! She has also made 
friends with the Barista at Starbucks whom 
offered her a cup of Whipped Cream (she 
has a rescue pit as well) and Perry thinks 
she needs to go get coffee with me all the 
time now ;) 
 
We took  her camping this past weekend 
up to Lake Oahe- Cow Creek to be exact. 
She LOVES the water. Loves may even be 
an understatement. She actually  was DIV-
ING for things! We threw out her dummy 
(that was destroyed in about 3 minutes) 
and it Sunk....She was determined to find 
it. She couldn't reach it. But we all laughed 

as she tried! She also got her first ride on a 
boat- was a bit nervous at first, but settled 
down pretty quick and decided it was OK.  
 
She is a snuggle bug for sure, but LOTS of 
energy outside. My younger sister has de-
cided she NEEDS a pit soon. We love 
taking her places and when people ask 
what breed she is, we happily reply Pit 
Bull. Some have been shocked actually. I 
think we have even converted a few that 
thought they had misconceptions about 
the breed. Thank you all for caring, and 
taking care of our family members until we 
find them. 

The Schumachers 

Perrywinkle Found Her Forever Home 

Pooch Pool Party 
Adoption Day 

August 4 • 1‐4 p.m. at Petco in Sioux Falls 
  
SEPR is having a Pooch Pool Party!!  Who’s invited? 
Anyone who is interested in adopting one of our 
great available dogs!! SEPR’s monthly adoption day 
will have a Pool party theme at Petco where the 
dogs always like to wade in the pools we have 
available. Slather up the sunscreen, bring your 
sunglasses and come hang out in the pool with 
your favorite pooch!  You never know, you may 
find your new favorite buddy that you can spend 
every summer with. Pass the word around to all 
your friends. ALL of the amazing SEPR dogs will be 
on hand to meet and greet you.  
    * Grab bags for everyone 
    * Free tennis balls 
    * Free spay/neuter certificate given out 
    * Four pools on site with canopies 

Who We Are 
An all volunteer 501(C3) rescue group in Sioux 
Falls South Dakota, Sioux Empires mission is to 
promote responsible Pit Bull ownership, provide 
breed education, combat pet overpopulation, and 
find qualified homes for sound Pit Bull dogs in 
South Dakota as well as in other states.  
 
Adopting a Pit Bull  
As for adopting a Pit Bull, they are wonderful 
dogs for the right family! Pit Bulls are very 

intelligent and they need a structured home that 
will teach them how to be well mannered and 
socialized. Pit Bulls are not a type of dog you 
adopt to ignore and leave on the end of a chain. 
Pit Bulls are great in families with kids. They are 
rough and tumble type dogs that are not easily 
scared or hurt‐making them a great jungle gym.  
 
Pit Bulls love their owners with a heart and 
devotion unlike any other breed. However, with 
this kind of admiration comes great 
responsibility! To know the love of a Pit Bull is like 
none other and families that are responsible, 

committed owners know their dogs are well 
worth it! 
 
We DO NOT make same sex‐placements or place 
Pit Bulls in multiple dog homes. We might place a 
Pit Bull in a home with a compatible dog of the 
opposite sex, but we ask our adopters to follow 
certain safety measures ‐ never leave the dogs 
unsupervised, always monitor roughhousing, 
avoid triggers that could cause conflicts such as 
bones, toys, etc. We also ask that the dogs we 
place NOT be taken to dog parks. Dogs are 
adopted as inside family members only! 
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This is probably the biggest argument among 
the Pit Bull forums.....is it the way they're 
raised or.....is it "in their genes?" So for 
"argument's sake"...let's get ready to rumble! 
To answer this question you need to go back 
in time to what makes up the Pit Bull type 
dog. The first thing that comes to my mind 
is "terrier". Helloooo??? Can we say "feisty, 
scrappy and always on the go???" So com-
mon sense tells us that because of the 
"terrier" in the American Pit Bull Terrier or 
the American Staffordshire Terrier.....this is a 
dog that is going to keep us on our toes.  
 
Think of the Jack Russell Terrier.....yes that 
little dog that just keeps on going and going 
and going :) This is a breed that was bred for 
chasing down unwanted rodents. Thus the 
term "animal aggression" comes into play. 
And let's face it, Jack Russells are not only 
one of the smartest dogs ever, but they have 
the energy level of a tornado! They are like 
this because it's "genetic". Not all are like 
this but let's face it...most are. This is the life 
of a terrier. 
 
Then you have your Labradors who love 
water. Again, not all but most. Then there 
are the Border Collies and Australian Shep-
herds who on a split second impulse will 
"chase" down anything that moves and herd 
it into whatever corner of the yard seems 
best. I know this by experience because my 
parents had Welsh Corgis and as kids we 
were constantly getting nipped in the ass and 
on the back of our legs. Why? It's called 
"genetics!" My parents never taught our Cor-
gis to do this. Even as puppies they were 
constantly chasing our horses. 
 
Okay so back to our breed. If I had a 
dime...Hell...a penny, for everyone that 
emailed or called and said, "I don't know 
what happened. My Pit Bull has been great 
with other dogs and then ALL OF A SUD-
DEN he attacked my neighbor's dog or went 
after a dog at the dog park" and of course 
my knee jerk response is al-
ways...."ah....what's the question?" It's like 
saying..."I don't know what's wrong with my 

Lab....he won't stay out of the swimming 
pool". 
 
Now here's where the argument begins. 
There are those of us that have been around 
these dogs for not only years but have dealt 
with them in large amounts whether it be 
working at a shelter, or a vet's or a groomer, 
trainer, whatever. We sit back and 
say...."well......ah.....well....that's what Pit Bulls 
do sometimes." But then you have the group 
of owners who believe.......oh geez.....I'm 
preparing my flame retardant suit......the 
group that says....:"it's all in how you raise 
them." Okay....kinda. 
 
Here's the dealio. Some of you have Pits that 
will NEVER EVER display dog aggression. 
Great! Congratulations! And yes, some of 
that should be credited to you as an owner 
for not putting your dog in a situation that 
warrants him/her to have to fight back. But 
more than likely you just got lucky and your 
Pit just has a kick back temperament com-
bined with a lifestyle that keeps him out of 
harm's way and trust me...I wish all Pit Bulls 
could live like that.  
 
But truthfully, in dealing with hundreds to 
thousands in my rescue career, most Pit 
Bulls that have come thru here, display some 
form of dog aggression. Maybe not full 
blown, "I want to kill another dog" but even 
so much as giving each other the "stink eye" 
has caused a ruckus. I'm not saying that your 
dogs are going to "snap" (geez I hate that 
word) and all of a sudden go on a doggie 
killing spree. But what I am saying is that 
most Pit Bulls (yeah yeah, go ahead and cuss 
me out) have that "genetic make up" of dog 
aggression. And though they may never dis-
play it, to deny it exists, is only potentially 
putting your dog in a situation that may 
cause him/her to fail. All I'm saying is just 
be aware that it may surface if pushed too 
hard (example: allowing a bunch of ignorant 
dog owners at the dog park to have their 
dogs run up on your Pit Bull) and you just 
need to be that "defensive driver" for your 
Pit Bull's sake. 

 
When out in public, I never ever let some 
stranger come up to me with their dog and 
do the...."oh can my dog meet your dog?" 
Ah....that would be a big fat "NO". Don't let 
your Pit run off leash out in public. You 
never know what idiot may be around the 
corner. And I know this one is gonna piss 
some people off but I don't recommend dog 
parks. Good way to not only set your dog up 
for failure but the "what if" a dog fight hap-
pens. You've now put your Pit on the defen-
sive and there is a good chance that he/she 
may now want to go after every dog he en-
counters. I've had dogs like this come to my 
training class after a bad dog park encounter 
and it takes some time to "unring that bell". 
Instead maybe find some people you trust 
and who's dogs you know and create play 
dates.  
 
So no one says you have to take my words to 
heart but at least I can tell you these words 
come from 18 years and thousands of Pit 
Bulls later. I've learned from my mistakes 
and I would rather be safe than sorry. Like I 
said, if your Pit is dog friendly....HOORAY!! 
I'm jealous. But still just "be aware" and at 
least practice "safe Pit"  

 Tia Torres - Villalobos Rescue Center 
 
 

When It Comes to Pit Bulls, It’s Better to Be Safe Than Sorry 



Help STOP Breed Specific 
Legislation in Sioux Falls 
 
I have created a Facebook page entitled STOP BSL in 
Sioux Falls, SD to keep people informed of the meetings 
and responses we have received concerning the BSL 
threat to Sioux Falls. I would encourage you to join, so 
you too can keep up to date. 
 
I have been very pleased with the wide range of viewers 
this page has gotten. It is great to see that so many people 
are concerned and want to know what is happening. 
Many posts I have written are from my point of view, 
with facts interspersed throughout. I have done quite a bit 
of research and have tried to bring to light the vast 
amount of information that needs to be involved with 
Breed Specific Legislation.  
 
The following are key points that I feel bear repeating: 
• Anytime a dog breaks the skin of a human with any 

part of its body, it is considered a dog bite. A scratch 
from the dogs nail breaking the skin would be consid-
ered a bite. *Most bites happen at home, by the fam-
ily dog, to a member of the family. Humans tend to 
push the limit of the dog and end up getting bit. 
Whose fault is that? 

• Each dog is an individual. Their physical characteris-
tics may give you an idea of the breed, but certainly 
does not tell you about the dogs personality. Yes, 
certain breeds have particular traits, but each dog is 
unique. 
There are people that run shelters, rescues, and sanc-
tuaries that have little to no experience with animals 
that are labeling dogs incorrectly. 

• Only a blood drawn DNA test will give you an accu-
rate analysis of the breed (s) your dog is. 

• There are several reasons why a dog may bite, yet 
people generally hear dog bite and picture the animal 
as trying to kill a person. 

• Dogs can have dominance, fear, maternal, redirected, 
and pain induced aggression, as well as protection 
instinct and being pushed beyond their limit. 

• We need to learn to read the signals our dogs are 
giving us to avoid any possible bite. Learn to respect 
their space and don't set them up for failure. 

• It is estimated that 2% of the US population are bit-
ten each year. While each bite is unfortunate, this is a 
very small percentage of negative compared to the 
positive effects dogs have on humans. 

Stephanie O’Brien 

Lennox was killed on July 12, 2012 in Belfast, Ireland. Why?  Because he 
resembled a pit bull, a breed banned that is the country under the 
Dangerous Dogs Act. According to his owner, Lennox was a bull dog/
Labrador mix and he had never attacked anyone. 
 
Lennox was taken from his family two years ago, at the age of five. One 
source says Lennox was a support pet for a severely disabled girl in the 
home. The council dog wardens ruled that because he was a "possible pit 
bull type" he must be destroyed for the safety of the community, despite 
no one making a complaint about the pet. A sewing tape-measure was 
used to measure Lennox to determine if he was a pit bull type dog. 
 
The family has been in a legal battle for two years trying to get their family 
dog returned. During this time, they haven’t even been allowed to visit. 
Cesar Millan, the Dog Whisperer, and Victoria Stilwell, host of ‘It’s Me or 
the Dog’, both offered to pay expenses to bring Lennox to the United 
States. Caroline Barnes, Lennox’s owner, did everything she could to save 
her dog, and in doing so, found hundreds of thousands of advocates 
around the globe. Some even offered to pay to move Lennox and take 
care of him for the rest of his life. There were petitions, Face Book 
groups, and protests. Despite all those efforts, Lennox was still put to 
death because of how he looked. The family had asked for Lennox’s 
collar to be returned as a keepsake, and this request was a denied; 
however, a source says Lennox’s ashes are being mailed to the family. 
How heartless is the human being making these decisions?  Belfast 
officials including Attorney General John Larkin and Agriculture Minister 
Michelle O’Neill even blocked their emails to shut out requests from the 
public. 
 
One thing we need to remember about BSL, is that the council members 
who are passing these laws are uninformed. (Please note that I choose to 
say uninformed instead of ignorant at this time). As responsible dog 
owners, we all need to make sure our dogs are well mannered. Always 
have your dog under control and on a leash when out in public. For those 
of us who own pit bull ‘type’ dogs, we need to go above and beyond. 
Make sure your dogs are up to date on their vaccinations and are licensed, 
if your city requires it. Your dog should be wearing a collar with these tags 
visible to show that you are a responsible pet owner. When out in public, 
engage people in conversation. Many of us have been out in public with 
our well-mannered dogs and have shocked people when we tell them it’s a 
pit bull. I’ve heard comments such as “I’ve never been this close to a pit 
bull before” as they are petting my dog. It can be challenging when you 
meet close-minded people who think pit bull type dogs are ‘evil’ but try to 
be polite. Provide them with resources (such as the story about Lennox) 
or many of the great educational websites out there. 
Miami has had BSL for 23 years and killed countless dogs that "sort" of 
looked like Pit Bulls. But thanks to the Miami Coalition Against BSL, it is 
going to the voters on August 14, 2012. 
 
SEPR will continue to be positive pit bull advocates and we WILL win 
the fight to prevent BSL in the city of Sioux Falls. HUG YOUR DOG! 

Robin Willhoit 

Murder in Northern Ireland 

SEPR pitching in to help with the 
Missouri 500 dog fighting case. 
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Final Chapter 
of  Salsa’s Blog 
 
Hey, Salsa here. Sorry I haven’t updated my blog in a while, 
the new guy doesn’t like it when I use the computer on my 
own. I miss Ike and the lady a lot but this forever place is 
pretty cool. The new guy doesn’t have any other pets so I get 
to be queen of the castle. When I moved it he got me a 
fancy new bed, silly guy, I sleep under the covers. He takes 
me everywhere in the car and when the weather is nice we 
go for long walks or relax in the yard. Sometimes, when I’m 
really good, we stop at this place that hands out cold white 
stuff in a cone. He usually just takes a couple of bites and 
gives me the rest, soooo tasty. We’re still working on my 
manners and trying to find me some friends but I just get so 
excited sometimes. When he’s home I like to curl up on the 
couch or stare out the window at those funny little tree ani-
mals with the big tails and the other ones that hop around 
and destroy the garden. I usually bark to let him know I see 
them but he doesn’t really like that. All in all life is pretty 
good these days, the new guy keeps telling me how lucky he 
is to have found me but I think we’re both pretty lucky. 

Salsa 
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The Olympics is a wonderful time that families come together nes-
tled in their family rooms to watch the worlds most amazing athletes 
come together to celebrate their grace, athleticism, and team efforts. 

While the world is tuned into the 
summer 2012 Olympics waiting 
with bated breath to see who places 
and proudly takes home the gold, 
silver, and bronze medals in each 
event SEPR has their own family 
member taking part in his 3rd 
Olympic dream.  
  
Derek Miles and wife Tori will be 
traveling to London this August as 
Derek competes in his third Olym-
pic show down in track and field 
pole vaulting. Derek is one of the 
most accomplished athletes in US 
History in pole vaulting, and will 
be traveling to London at age 39 for 

one last go round. SEPR could not be more hopeful and excited for 
Derek and his family. He and his wife have not only fostered 3 dogs 

for SEPR - Flash, Chap, 
and now Laila, but also 
respresent SEPR in com-
munity events, baby sitting 
over night jobs, fundrais-
ing, web site publishing, 
and much more! 
  
We wish the best of luck to 
the Miles family in the up-
coming days and whether it 
be win or lose they are 
both such a huge success 
and inspiring athlete, hu-
manitarian, and supporter 
we cant hope for anything 
but gold for Derek. 
  
Much love to Derek and 
Tori from your SEPR fam-
ily!!! 

SEPR Wishes Derek Miles Good Luck at the Olympics 
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By now everyone has probably heard the 
statement made by Councilman Dean Kar-
sky that 70% of dog attacks come from Pit 
Bulls and Rottweilers, a statistic that has not 
been substantiated by reliable research. He 
followed up his statement by saying that he 
was not calling for a breed ban but that he 
would support one. In response the Sioux 
Falls City Council has asked for input from 
Animal Control, the Humane Society and 
the Sioux Empire Pit Rescue among others 
on this issue and we have prepared an excel-
lent presentation in order to provide some 
education and perspective at their next meet-
ing. We would like everyone to be as in-
formed as possible about this issue so that 
you can speak intelligently about it with your 
friends, family, co-workers and, of course, 
City Council members.   
 
There are many websites with statistics avail-
able on the topic of dog bites, especially in 
relation to Pit Bulls. The statistics that are 
often quoted in order to incite breed specific 
legislation are rack with misinformation and 
inaccurate extrapolations. We have all heard 
the statistics quoted from the CDC and 
other sources, but what we so often fail to 
hear from proponents of BSL is the disclo-
sures that come with those statistics… the 
CDC specifically states that their data on 
fatal dog bites “does not identify specific 
breeds that are most likely to bite or kill, and 
thus is not appropriate for policy-making 
decisions” (Dog Bite: Fact Sheet, cdc.gov). 
In order to statistically prove likelihood of 
biting we would need data on the number of 
each breed in the United States, and such 
data is not available. “Dr. Gail C. Golab, one 
of the study’s co–authors, was quoted as 
saying, ‘[s]ince 1975, dogs belonging to more 
than 30 breeds—including Dachshunds, 
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, and 
a Yorkshire Terrier—have been responsible 
for fatal attacks on people.’ 
 
It’s hard not to draw comparisons between 
the Innocence Project, which has used DNA 
evidence to free from prison hundreds of 
wrongly convicted persons, and the case[s] 
of [dogs subject to BSL]” (Pit Bull Bans: The 
State of Breed-Specific Legisla-

tion, americanbar.org). The Internet can 
provide us with any kind of data we are look-
ing to find these days, but finding legitimate 
and scientifically accurate statistics is para-
mount when discussing legislation. 
       
Unfortunately, those people who are reckless 
will create danger with almost anything that 
is available to them. Those who are irrespon-
sible will misuse the power of their car, their 
gun, their computer, their job, their dog and 
many other things that cannot be named but 
they are in the minority and when we at-
tempt to remove those things with which 
they can do damage, we run the risk of in-
fringing upon the rights of the majority who 
is responsible. Take away an irresponsible 
person’s dog that you put on your breed ban 
list and they will simply obtain any number 
of other breeds and perpetuate the same 
problem. You have not fixed the problem; 
you’ve simply forced them to choose a dif-
ferent resource, and they will. We cannot 
legislate personal responsibility but we can 
seek to deter those who would act in this 
way and reward those who follow guidelines 
appropriately.  
 
Breed specific legislation is a very costly or-
dinance. When legislation is enacted on the 
basis that certain breeds are inherently dan-
gerous (a theory repeatedly shown to have 
no sound statistical backing) a decision to 
remove an animal cannot be made based on 
what it looks like or what we guess it might 
be. With all of the “back-yard breeding” we 
have today most dogs are a variant mix of 
many breeds and what someone thinks looks 
like an “American Pit Bull Terrier” or 
“Rottweiler” may actually have very little to 
no genetic traces of such. Without genetic 
evidence, the task of identification becomes 
subjective at best and even the unsupported 
argument of “inherent aggression” is null 
and void. At this point we begin to walk a 
very fine line and the city runs the risk of 
assuming the burden of proof. “The Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association’s com-
munity dog bite prevention report states: 
‘Breed-specific ordinances raise constitu-
tional questions concerning dog owners’ 
fourteenth amendment rights of due process 

and equal protection.’ In addition to lawsuits 
over constitutional rights, multiple lawsuits 
have been filed by owners in various cities 
who claim their dogs were wrongly labeled as 
one of the targeted breeds” (12 Reasons to 
Oppose Breed-Discriminatory Legisla-
tion, stubbydog.org).  
 
But maybe most importantly is the fact that 
regardless of what research any of us may 
find on the incidence of dog bites there is 
one last and final piece of information that 
cannot be ignored. “Every study com-
pleted to date has found breed specific 
legislation to be completely ineffective in 
reducing the incidence of dog 
bites” (Banned breeds are no more aggressive than 
others, new study finds, ncrc.com). This is be-
cause breed is not the problem, the irrespon-
sible people are. We should instead be focus-
ing our efforts on appropriate fines and pen-
alties for those who violate leash laws and 
allow their dogs to run loose and encourag-
ing everyone to help with enforcement. 
Equally important is the need for education 
about dog bite prevention and responsible 
ownership. Not everyone who has a dog that 
bites is purposefully neglectful; some of the 
incidence is due to a lack of education on the 
part of the owner or the victim. We want 
everyone to be safe around all dogs and pro-
liferation of knowledge (not fear) is the only 
way.         
 
We all love our Pit Bulls dearly and know 
what wonderful dogs they are and it’s impor-
tant to educate others. If we don’t stand up 
for logic and understanding fear and igno-
rance will be perpetuated. When you’re 
speaking to others about BSL remember to 
be respectful and understanding and always 
use factual references. We don’t want to be 
quoting misinformation the way many pro-
ponents of BSL have. It can be difficult to 
remain calm when discussing a topic so close 
to our hearts but remember, the ignorance 
and rudeness of others do not offend those 
who are sure of their own logic and under-
standing.       

Brittany Snyders 
 

Breed Specific Legislation: What You Need to Know 
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With the heat this summer, we would like 
to give you some tips to keep your bully (or 
any breed) safe and healthy for the summer!   
This information can help you care for your 
companion animal when the mercury rises. 
  
• Overheating (heat prostration) can kill 

an animal. Never leave an animal alone 
in a vehicle, since even with the win-
dows open, a parked car, truck or van 
can quickly become a furnace. Parking 
in shade offers little protection, as the 
sun shifts during the day. When travel-
ing, carry a gallon thermos filled with 
fresh, cold water. 

• Don't force your animal to exercise after 
a meal in hot, humid weather. Always 
exercise him or her in the cool of the 
early morning or evening. 

• In extremely hot weather, don't leave 
your dog standing on the street, and 
keep walks to a minimum. He is much 
closer to the hot asphalt and his body 
can heat up quickly. His paws can burn 
since they are not protected by shoes. 

• Never take an animal to the beach 
unless you can provide a shaded spot 
and plenty of fresh water for her to 
drink. Rinse her off after she has been 
in salt water. 

• Always provide plenty of shade for an 
animal staying outside the house. A 
properly constructed dog house serves 
best. Bring your dog or cat inside during 

the heat of the day and let her rest in a 
cool part of your house. Always provide 
plenty of cool, clean water for your ani-
mal. 

• Please be sensitive to old and over-
weight animals in hot weather. Brachy-
cephalic (snub-nosed) dogs  and those 
with heart or lung diseases should be 
kept indoors in air-conditioning as 
much as possible. 

• Keep a current license and identification 
tag on your dog or cat and consider 
tattooing or micro chipping as a means 
of permanent identification. 

• Avoid walking your dog in areas that 
you suspect have been sprayed with 
insecticides or other chemicals, as poi-
sonings increase during the summer 
when gardens, lawns and trees are 
sprayed. These chemicals can sicken or 
kill an animal. Call your veterinarian or 
The ASPCA National Animal Poison 
Control Center if you suspect your ani-
mal has been poisoned. 

• Be alert for coolant leaking from your 
vehicle. Animals are attracted to the 
sweet taste of coolant and ingesting just 
a small amount can cause an animal's 
death. Consider using animal-friendly 
products that use propylene glycol 
rather than those containing ethylene 
glycol. 

• A clean coat can help to prevent sum-
mer skin problems, so keep your dog or 

cat well 
groomed. If he 
has a heavy coat, 
shaving your 
dog's hair to a 1-
inch length will 
help prevent 
overheating. 
Don't shave a 
dog's hair down 
to the skin; this 
robs him of pro-
tection from the 
sun. 

• Take your companion animal to the 
veterinarian for a spring or early sum-
mer checkup, including a test for heart-
worm if your dog isn't on year-round 
preventative medication. Have the doc-
tor recommend a safe, effective flea and 
tick control program. 

• Never tie an animal outside on a correc-
tion collar. He can choke to death. If 
you must tether him, use a buckle collar 
with identification tags instead. (This 
applies in any season.) 

• Never let your animal run loose. This is 
how an animal can contract a fatal dis-
ease, including rabies, or be injured, 
killed or stolen. 

• Be sure there are no open, unscreened 
windows or doors through which your 
animal can fall or jump.  

Tracey J Franco  

Keeping Your Dogs Safe During the Summer 

Summer has flown by so far and with that has come a lot of hot 
button issues, tough topics, and major conversation pieces. While 
we all feel strongly about how furry loved ones and this great breed 
we love, we have to remember that there are a lot of people who still 
do know understand all the wonderful things we know about pit 
bulls. It is all of our responsibility to help advocate for these awe-
some dogs (foster, adoptive, volunteers, donors alike), we have to 
remember that we need to keep positive, educated, and polite. 
 
Undoubtedly, we are all passionate, but keeping calm, level-headed, 
and presenting your side in a logical manner will help your cause far 
more than flying off the handle in an emotional stage. Your oppo-
nent may react that way, but it is always better to be the bigger per-
son. If you feel you are not equipped to talk about a topic, educate 
yourself. SEPR has wonderful informative handouts that we would 

be glad to share. If you are browsing the internet for information, 
make sure it is a reputable website. There are a lot of websites that 
are made biased one way or another. Stick to facts and actuals.  
 Remember, as a foster, volunteer, adoptive, you represent SEPR 
and we are glad to have you support. However, keep that in mind 
when you are presenting yourself and discussing possible BSL and 
other hot topics. You do no justice for the program or the dogs by 
misrepresenting, lying, or feeding into the myths and lies by arguing 
without knowing your stuff. Handle yourself with integrity. The last 
thing any of us need is any bad publicity or perceptions.  
 
Thank you for all you have done to support SEPR and the breed. 
There is power in numbers! 

 Melissa Jungemann 

Keep a Cool Head This Summer Regarding the Breed 


